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Erefaca:

Ir 1955 the scattered rernants of the Guatemalan Comrunist
Farty regrouped, after the collapse of the Cormunist~dominatsd
nationalist governrent of Guaterala, led by President Jacobo
Arbenz, One of the first items of bus‘ness taken ur by the
Guzteralan Comrunist Party was a very exhaustive investipation
and analysis of tha events which culminated in the collapse.

In this process of %selfecriticism and criticism ® the ex-
Secretary General of the Guateralan Party, Jose Mamel Fortuny,
was soversly criticized and consured for weaknesses arnd mistakes,
It 1s a~paront that this effort was intended to saddle him
personilly with much of the resvonsibility for the catastrophs
vhich befell the Farty,

A formal inquiry was carried out by the Party, end Fortuny
was given the opportunity of presenting his ®gelfwcriticism®
to support the Party's charpges. However, the staterents he
produced were considered generally unsatisfactory by the Party,
since they contained not only his admissions of guilt on certain
charges, but &lso his defense o” his own actions and attitudes
on what he considered to be the rost serious charges of politiecal
failure and deviation, ‘

Copies of the docurents of the Party concerning this inquiry
havs been found 4n the possgession of a representative of the
Party residing i1llegally in Cuaterala. The attached excerpt
from Fortuny's main defense is rresented as a particularly en-
lightening expose of the position held and activities earried
cut by a key figure in the Guatoralan Comrunist Party during the
period of erergeney., It is a very revealing statement that
shows clearly the results that can be atta‘nsd when a Comrunist
Party,.in a campaign of unity-of-action and collaboration with
8 nationalist movement, concentrates much of itas cadre merbere
ship on the infiltration of the governing grour. In rarticular,
1t shows how ruch politieal influence on both domestic and foreign
affairs actually can be galned by an individual Communist, who
in fact occuries no official position and bears no official
responsibilities; vhen he concentrates with the Party's agree-
ment and aid upon developing personal influence over a genior
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goverrment official. While it highlights this topic of influence,

1t should also be recognized that such a relationship gives
exce’lent orportunities for politieal espionage as well,

Thls technique avmears to be of particular importance for
study at pressnt in those areas whers nat:onal liberation meve-
nents and nationralist govermments are targets of the current
Communist carpaign to caritalize on the dynamic forees of
nationalimm,
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Zintroductogx Note: 1In the first section of this

document, Jose Mamel Fortuny acknowledges his improper
behavior (excessive drinking and improper conduct

with women), his lack of qualification for the position
of Secretary General of the Party, and the effects of
his 111 health on his work, He then tries to defend
himself sgainst charges that he had been irresponsi-
ble, defeatist, vacillating, and lax in his actions
during the period of the crisis of the Arbens
Governrent

He refutes these charges as follovs:‘

*When the Army summoned Colonel Arbenz on 8 June and the
first plane of the mercenary invaders dropped the first leaflsts
on the eapital, I renewed my activity, with the Party designating
me as its main 1link with President Arbenz and recomrending that
I aid him in every way possible,

"In accordance with these decisions, I remained at the
President's side as muich as possible, counteracting the intrigues,
the charges, and the proposals contimally made against and to
him by some of the politieal leaders of the nationmal bourgeolisie
and certain officials of the Catinet; I gave detailed and up=to-
the-nimite information to the Party on the developments in the
struggle, the decisions made, and the steps to be taken on behalf
of the government; I passed on the Party's suggestions to the
President and gave him my own opinion when there was not enough
time to consult the Party, I thus remained with President Arbenz
until the end, when he relinquished the Presidency, and later
on, when he took refuge at the lMexiean Embassy and when he left
the country to go intc exile,

"I thus engaged in a series of tasks for President Arbenz
which took up all my time, from 1000 to 1100 hours of one day
until G400 or 0500 hours of the next, Thase tasks includsd the
following:s The elaboration of the replies which we were sug-
gesting that the President should make to the Army elements which
had given him the 8 June ultimatum; the elaboration of the de-
tails of the tacties to be followed to maintain the Guatemalan
delegation to the UN in the Security Council sessions; the
elaboration of the diplomatie communiquas to be transmitted
from the Chancellery to the Security Council and the U,S; (and Latin
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Arerican) emtassies; replying to hundreds of telegrams of
solidarity from abroad; giving attention to the more important
telephone calls; attending warious informal meetings of certain
officials as well as the last general meeting, at which the Chief
of the Armed Forces himself explained the military situation;
@ssisting in the drafting of the last addresses mads by President
Arbenz; including the one in which he made his 'remunciation?;
constant petitioning to have the people furnished with arms;
the adoption of sscurity measures for the President; the elabera-
tion of the plans to arm the people, when the arming was approved

finally and too late; and various other activities; Including that
of obtaining ecash funds for the Party,

"It would seem that my making this report is ussless, be-
czuse certain comrades, to my way of thinking, have gons a little
too far in their criticism of my behavior, My work alongside
President Arbsnz in the most eritiesl deys of the strupgle against
the foreign intervention made me forget altogether what tock place
at the meatings with Comrade Alejandro and the comrades of the
Secretariat involving a critieiem of my personal behavicr and an
explanation of my actions, which resulted in ny being termporurily
relieved of my duties,

*Comrade Pellecer, for example, has written letters left

and right, including some to comrades in other Partles, in which
he gave all sorts of opinions about me, most of them incorrest,

I only had the opportunity to read one of thess letters and rather
raridly, tut among the wvarious impassiored comments he made in it
was the statement that I and one of my brothers had become panicky
and that this feeling had spread to President Arbenz, This is
entirely false, Uy female corpanion (sic) could testify, in
the first place, as to my attitude toward my brother who is
referred to here, and to the fact that I reprimanded him for
showing fear, My brother's conduet is his responsibility and not
mine, If I had grown panicky, I would not have remained with
President Arbanz until the end and wonld have given more attention
to more of my personal documents than I was able to-=I would
have salvaged at least my property deeds; I wonld also have mads
my companion panicky, but she can testify, now that she 1s in 4
a bstter condition to be a competent witness, what my ections wers
like during those draratic days, I even submit the testimonial
of Colonel Arbenz himself, of Major Martinea 6 or of all those
¥ho were eware of my calmness or of ny behavior at Fresident
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Arbenz's side. I, therefore, contradict Comrade Pellacer's
accusation as well as others he has made which are not pertinent
here because they do not concern my personal conduct. On the
contrary, certain comrades in the Party leadership can testify
that in those days I was guilty more of overconfidence and cptimisnm
than was warrantsd under such circumsiances.

"Other comrades, in referring to the circumstances surround-
ing my temporary release from my duties in the Party, surmise
that my behavior was due to defeatist wacillation on my part, I
carnot accept this accusation either, because 1t is not compatible
with the truth, I expressed on several oceasions nmy feeling that
I was not the persen to be given the duties of Party Secretary
General and did so long before the situatiem in Guatemala pave
any warning of the imminent imperialist intervention. I said
on various occasions that the Secretary General should be a
militant with qualities like those of Comrade Silva Jonama, for
éxample, Moreover, I confess in all frankness that when the
Arerican imperialists' propaganda shouted to the high hesavense
that a shiplosd of arms from 'behind the Iron Curtain® had reached
Guatemala, I did not correctly judge the extrems gravity of the
situation, thinking that 'the worst® had taken place in Carecas
and that if the American imperialists had not openly interversed
then, neither would they do so when the arms reached Guatemala,
and I even told this to President Arbens, It was long before that
time that my personal conduct started to pive way to excesses
because of my drinking; similarly, 1t was long befors then that
I told myself that certain comrades wsre not being objective in
their appraisal of the situation in our country. It cannot be
said that when I was faced at that time with the imminence of
the foreign intervention, the renewal of the struggle in our
country, and the violenee of the anti-Communist campaipgn, I
decided to capitulate by leaving the Party leadership, On the
contrary, beceuse of the way in which I lent my services to the
active siruggle in June; I could prove, in accordance with ny
actiona at that time, that I fully intendsd to fight to the
end and that I did not foreiee defeat-~which was also one of
our mistakes=~but felt certain that victory was ours,

"Finally, I cannot accspt the responsibility for one other
thing, because 1t i3 not true and becsuse accepting it would make
me guilty of a gross irresponsibility, I am speaking of the
criticism of certain comrades who wish to believe that my opinions
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had a major influence in the deeisions taken by President Arbens,
It has been said that looking at events subjectively asz they
affectad me personally, I influenced the Preasident tc adopt ths
coursa of action which he thoughtwae the most correct, This

too is f&lsﬂo ) ’

"It 48 true that President Arbens and I are on very intimats
terms, that we had a vary elose friendship, that I bosame known
2z one of hig 'best friends,' end that we even went so far as to
converss aboul intimsta private rmaiters, but this should not
imply that I want so far as to confids to him the confidential
deliberations of the Party nor that I told him about the internal
questions of our organisation., At the time my cass vas taken up
by the Secretariat, as I indicated above, it is true that I
confided to kim the fact that I felt vory tired, that I was 111,
and that it wase for these reascns thst we had decided on releas-
ing me from duty to take care of oy health, but ¥ did not go any
furthe:; indeed, it was not in my province to inform him about
evorything that had been eaid during the mesting with the Secre- .
tariat, I did not in any way discourage him; on tha contrary,

I t01d him that I falt that in this wey, ths Party leadership
would be better off, since it would not have to pat up with

& person who, bscsuse of illness, was not producing much work,
At the time, the President 6xpresged his concern over my health
and even placsd his own doctor at my dispoeal,

*There are many facts, too nurerous to mention here, which
prove that the ecireur stances of my temporary relsass from daty
as Secretary Ceneral could not have influenced the decisions made
gt that time by the President, The factors which determinsd his
scigions, his extreme confidance at the start, his hopes, and
8 later discouragerent when the Army vilely betrayed him wers
far differont onea, T will, however, cite two facts, or rather
appraisals, Tha President became evare of the Army's betrayal
as soon as tha members of the Chief of Staff and Netiopal Defensze
Ministry handad him the shset of Gu®stlions which ths international
pross describsd as an fultimatum,’ that is;, on 8 June, If it
wore true that he had basn influsnced by my erronecus personal
conduet or my aprraissls of the sitaation, what better opportunity
cozld 1 have had then thenm to give up my post? Amd how else
coald ons interprut the nexteto-the-lsgh address he mads to ths
natlon, in the elaboration of which I playel a mejor rcle? Did
that address have any indieation of the decision or decisions he
adopted? We shall not conaldar hera whether or not there wzs
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. wiadom in the decision to ban the popular demonstration of 18 June,
the dacision not to make any changes in the command of the Army,
the decision to rely too much on the Chief of the Armed Forces,
the decision not to arm the people, the decision mot to take
adequate steps to control the chiefs of the operations in the
battlefield, or the decision to resign, What is important -here,
however, 1s ths fact that neither my personal conduct nor the
circumstances which led to my tsmporary separation from the CC

Secretariat had enything to do with the above-mentionsd omisaions,
errors, or inadequate measures, as far as influence 1s conesrned,

"Furthermore; did not the decision to take the matter before
the UN Security Council indicate a major decision made by
President Arbens himaself? Where then was my, defeatist influencs?
And what about the steps taken to arm the paople, to conscp the
press, and the arrest and liquidation of many conspirators? Did
they not show a determination to fight to the end? Again, where
was my defeatist influence? And do you think that President
Arbenz was unaware of the Party's detormination and of the fact
that I shared in the decisions made by the Party's leaders?

"No. By evaluating the factors in the defeat of the demo-
cratic regime from the point of view of my personal influence
on the Preosident, we would be abandoning our way of approaching
the facts, we would not be considering the actual conditions of
the struggle in Cuatemala or comprshending the acticn of tha
foroes defending our country or the magnitude and extent of
that strugple.' It would also mean overlocking the elass rela-
tionships of the main personalities who directsd the fimal acts
of the Guatemslan democratic government, Neither would thia
mean taking into account (on the contrary, it would be flagrantly
contradicting) the evaluations which we made in the recently
elaborated document in which are examined the eauses of the de-
feat of the Cuatemalan demoeratie regime, the errors, defects,
and wesknesses of the Party, the democratic forces, the political
leaders of the national bourgeoisie and of all of us whe, by our
equivocaticns and omiasions, were partly responsibls for not
sreating the ability to offer a much greater armed rusistanca
to Americar Mperiallsm(,/, ' :

"Cbmmde'ax I acknowle&ge my mlstakes and assume my reaponal~
bilities, but it 1s not my duty to acknowledge those mistakes
I d_i_gj not commit nor those responsibilities for which I am not
-7‘
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liable. I accept just eritieism of my conduct and mistakes,
but I would be serving our Party and the democratie cause of
?a:::mal: goosly if 1 accepted the responsidility for things
. not do,
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